
YP Landowners Group 

A huge thank you to the 100 

people that attended the 

Pine Point Meeting on Sun-

day 6th October and the 

300 people that attended 

the Public Meeting at Ar-

drossan Town Hall on Sun-

day, 20th October, 2013. 

The Ardrossan meeting, called 
by the YP Land Owners 
Group invited the Member 
for Goyder Mr Steven Grif-
fiths to chair the meeting.  
Also in attendance were 
speakers Robert Brokenshire 
MLC, Mark Parnell MLC, and 
Emie Borthwick (Save our 
Sustainability-SOS Tumby 
Bay) in addition to the four 
presenters from the 
YPLOG—Tom Saint, Bren-
ton Davey, Joy Wundersitz 
and Richard Cane. The meet-
ing organisers have been 
praised for running an in-
formative and well researched 
programme that wasn’t 
bogged down in hysteria or 
scare mongering . 

Key points raised by the pre-
senters were 

1. The sheer size of the pro-
posed mine, including it’s 
total footprint and encroach-
ment on prime agricultural 
land and the fact that they 
have only acquired 3 of the 
total 8 properties needed to 
proceed. 

2. The re-zoning issue that 
has been placed before the 
District Council of YP—
rezoning a total 5000 ha from 

Primary production and 
Coastal Conservation to 
Mining Extraction Zone. 

3. Groundwater and water 
related contamination in-
cluding the fact that they 
acknowledge that the data 
used for creating the de-
watering model was based 
on drilling to depths of only 
200 m whereas the pit itself 
will extend down below 
400m and 700 m in under-
ground operations. 

4. Dust Contamination 
from the vast heaps of ex-
posed waste rock and the 
exposed faces of the pit as 
well as the dust generated 
from mining operations.  
Concerns raised are possible 
effects of copper concen-
trates in dust on residents 
and the gulf waters, effects 
on surrounding vegetation 
and crops, possible rain wa-
ter tank contamination. 

5. Uranium has been found 
up to a concentration of 
over 10,000 parts per million 
in sections of Hillside (which 
in mining terms is high 
enough to be economically 
mined) but their MLP argues 
that the average of uranium 
over the whole mine is low 
(MLP 5-61)   

6. Rehabilitation or the 
lack thereof.  Rex do not 
intend for the pit to be back-
filled, instead fenced off and 
overtime it will fill with po-
tentially contaminated water.  
The tailings and other con-

taminated wastes will not be re-
turned to the pit for safe encap-
sulation.  Who will pay if further 
rehabilitation is necessary? 

7. Further mining: Rex CEO 
Mark Parry in an address to the 
ASX confirmed that there are a 
further 50 sites within their ex-
ploration tenement that they 
intend to pursue, with each that 
proves economically viable hav-
ing a haul road built back to the 
Hillside processing plant.   

This basically amounts to 51 
possible open pit mines, hun-
dreds of kilometres of haul 
roads and a compounding of 
all the previously mentioned 
issues.  

Emie Borthwick from SOS 
Tumby Bay was quoted as saying 
“This may not be the only 
proposal you face, approval 
for one deposit is a foot in the 
door.”  

She also voiced the concern of 
many present with the fact that 
the public consultation period is 
very short, “ 

Mining companies take years 
to develop their proposals and 
then we get a couple of weeks 
to make comments.” 

Questions from the floor fol-
lowed the presentations. With a 
motion from the floor, the chair-
man Mr Griffiths called for a 
show of hands, with approxi-
mately 95% of attendees not in 
favour of the mine going ahead. 
The other 5% were not sure. 
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Inside this issue: 

(The community) ex-

pects that no legacy of 

environmental damage 

is left after mining ceas-

es and that no liability is 

transferred to it or the 

government for the costs 

of repairing environmen-

tal damage or restoring 

the mined area to a safe 

condition which may be 

suitable for some subse-

quent beneficial land 

use.  

(Best Environmental Prac-

tice in Mining: Booklet 4 

Australian Government) 



Spin: (definition) In public 
relations, spin is a form of 
propaganda, achieved through 
providing an interpretation of 
an event or campaign to per-
suade public opinion in favor 
or against a certain organiza-
tion or public figure.         -
Wikipedia 

The Minister for Mineral Re-
sources and Energy Tom 
Koutsantonis in comments 
made after the Public Meeting 
(that he didn’t attend) and as 
reported by the YP Country 
Times said,” What we are 
there to do is give your sons 
and daughters, and your 
community, an economic 
future, a bright one where 
there are more jobs….” 

Mr Koutsantonis obviously 
doesn’t see the prosperous 
region that we live in for what 
it is.  He implies that mining 
presents the only way forward 
for future prosperity and job 
growth in our region.  And 
not just our region too. The 
media, government and aca-
demia have been spinning the 
same line for some time 
…that mining will be the sav-
iour of the Australian econo-

my.  And on the whole, we 
believe this….because ...well 
...the media, government and 
academia told us so! 

The Australia Institute, a Can-

berra based Think Tank has 

investigated the perceptions 

of the Australian public versus 

the reality regarding the im-

portance of mining.  

In July 2011 they surveyed 

1370 members of the commu-

nity and they found that “the 

beliefs that many Australi-

ans have about the mining 

industry diverge radically 

from the facts.” ……. 

“When asked what percent-

age of workers is employed 

in the mining industry, the 

average response was 

around 16 per cent; accord-

ing to the ABS the actual 

figure is 1.9 per cent.  

Australians have a similarly 

misguided perception of 

the contribution of the min-

ing industry to Australia‘s 

GDP. While ABS figures 

show that the mining in-

dustry accounts for around 

9.2 per cent of GDP—about 

the same contribution as 

manufacturing and slightly 

smaller than the finance 

industry—a typical Austral-

ian believes that mining 

accounts for more than one 

third (35%) of economic 

activity.  

The public also tends to 

substantially underestimate 

the degree of foreign own-

ership. While, on average, 

respondents said that 53 

per cent of Australian min-

ing activity is controlled by 

foreign companies, in reali-

ty the figure is actually 83 

per cent.” 

The full 66 page report titled 

“Mining the Truth: The 

rhetoric and reality of the 

commodities boom” by 

David Richardson and Rich-

ard Denniss is available free 

online, along with many other 

reports at www.tai.org.au and 

is a valuable “spin-free” re-

port that will challenge your 

perceptions of the benefits of 

mining. 

Spinning the Benefits................................... 

 

litical parties.  Write to the 

Minister Mr Koutsantonis 

and definitely write a sub-

mission to DMITRE 

(details below)  

Phone in to talk back ra-

dio—we need as many Ad-

elaide people to get behind 

this as we can—particularly 

How can you help? 

Get involved!!  Talk to 

people, spread the word.  

Yes, there will be some 

people that won’t want to 

hear, but you will be 

amazed at how many peo-

ple don’t seem to know 

anything at all. 

Write to your local MP, 

and members of other po-
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It's so easy for 

propaganda to 

work, and dis-

sent to be 

mocked. 

Harold Pinter  

those in Mr Koutsantonis’ 

electorate.  

Write a letter to the Editor 

of a newspaper and bom-

bard some Facebook pag-

es.  Stick to the facts that 

we know about the project  

and please remember to 

be civil.   

Thank you to you all 

Deadline for submissions to DMITRE is the close of business on 8th November, 2013.  Write 

your own submission or find our pro-forma submission at www.yplog.info, fill out and send to: 

Mark Howe, Mining Regulation and Rehabilitation Branch, DMITRE, GPO Box 264, Adelaide 5001 

So, 50 of these dotted all over 

Rex Minerals exploration 

tenement?  Bye Bye YP!! 
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